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Southern York County School District Mission

The Southern York County School District, through a cooperative effort with the family and community, 
will provide a quality learning environment that promotes character, fosters responsibility, and chal-
lenges students to achieve their potential.

Southern York County School District Vision

Our vision of the Southern York County School District is that of a dynamic organization that will work 
in partnership with the family and community and will continuously strive to develop productive,  
contributing, responsible citizens, capable of meeting the global challenges of the future.

Southern York County School District Beliefs

We believe:
1. Everyone can learn.
2. Every person is entitled to the opportunity for an education that allows maximization of    

individual capabilities.
3. Responsibility for education is shared by students, family, teachers, administrators, and    

community.
4. Learning is a lifelong process that includes not only the intellectual but also the social,    

emotional, cultural, and physical development of the learner.
5. Preparation and motivation for learning must begin at home.
6. Learning is best achieved in a safe environment.
7. Respect for individual diversity is an essential element of a positive learning environment.
8. Teaching the process of learning, which requires various levels of thinking, is as important as   

teaching the content.
9. High expectations are an integral part of the learning process. Practical, applicable learning   

skills, knowledge, and abilities should provide the foundation for the teaching process.

Board of Education

Robert Schefter, President
C. Dianne Masimore, Vice President
Bruce K. Bauman, Treasurer
Judi Fisher, Director
Jerri Groncki, Director
Ronald F. Groncki, Director
Karen M. Hellwig, Director
James Holley, Director
Allie L. Waldron, Director

District Administration

Dr. Thomas Hensley, Ed.D., 
Superintendent of Schools
Mrs. Sandra Lemmon, M.Ed., 
Assistant Superintendent of Schools
Dr. Wayne McCullough, D.B.A, PRSBA, Chief Financial & Operations Officer
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A Message from the Superintendent

Dear Members of the Southern York County Community:

I am pleased to present the 2011-2012 Southern York County School District Annual Report.  

Public school districts continue to face economic challenges, but we have been able to maintain  
extremely high student achievement and remain fiscally responsible.  We work hard each day to  
provide the best education for our students and to spend every dollar wisely. 

The results detailed in this report reflect our dedication to high  
student achievement.  Once again,  academic data indicates an  
outstanding educational program and our students also realized 
many distinguished accomplishments in a wide variety of  
co-curricular and extra-curricular activities. 

It is also my hope that information contained in this report re-
veals how deeply we care for our students.  I have witnessed first-
hand, again and again, the many ways our staff goes above all 
expectations to support our students and ensure their success.  

I know challenges lie ahead, but I am confident that through the outstanding leadership of our School 
Board, dedicated faculty, staff, administrators, and a supportive community that we will continue a high 
level of student achievement and fiscal success. 

Thank you for the opportunity to serve the School District. 

                  Sincerely Yours,

 

     Dr. Thomas R. Hensley
     Superintendent of Schools 
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High Student Achievement

Southern’s sustained academic achievement is obtained through continuous curriculum development 
and the implementation of rigorous instructional opportunities, which are differentiated to meet the 
needs of all students.

Southern’s Formula for Sustained Success

• Highly qualified teachers, building relationships, teaching all children in all schools, in every subject, 
in every classroom

• Development and coordination of curriculum and instruction aligned with the Pennsylvania De-
partment of Education standards using the Understanding by Design instructional model, which is 
a research-based program

• Web-based curriculum that is accessible to staff and parents

• Yearlong professional development opportunities that are aligned to District goals, teacher needs, 
and the ever changing diverse needs of the Southern York community

• Ongoing use and analysis of data to guide all instructional decisions

• The purchase and implementation of quality research-based instructional programs, materials, re-
sources, and technology to support the District’s curriculum 

 
Class of 2012 Survey

The following are the results of the survey of our 2012 graduates, which is conducted annually by our 
High School Guidance Department. 
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High Student Achievement

Pennsylvania System of School Assessment (PSSA)

Students in grades 3 through 8 and 11 took the Pennsylvania System of School Assessment (PSSA) tests 
in reading and math.  Students in grades 5, 8 and 11 were also tested in writing.  Students in grades 4, 8, 
and 11 were tested in science. The PSSA is used statewide to comply with the Federal No Child Left  
Behind Law. This test rates a student’s proficiency level as either advanced, proficient, basic, or below 
basic.

As a District, Southern York County School District met Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) during the 2011-
2012 school year. 

Below is a graph identifying our performance in comparison to students across the State. 

Math

When compared to all 14 York County school districts, we ranked 2nd with 87.4% of our students 
performing at the advanced or proficient level.  Our special education students also ranked 2nd in York 
County. 

Reading

When compared to all 14 York County school districts, we ranked 3rd with 83.2% of our students per-
forming at the advanced or proficient level. Our special education students ranked 2nd in York County.
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High Student Achievement

Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT)

The following data is a summary of the 2012 seniors from Susquehannock High School who participated 
in the SAT Program at any time during their high school years through June 2012.  If a student took the 
test more than once, the most recent score was used.  The chart below shows scores of students from 
Susquehannock High School compared with college-bound seniors nationwide and college-bound se-
niors from Pennsylvania. When compared to all 14 York County school districts, Susquehannock students 
ranked 2nd in Critical Reading, 3rd in Math, and 2nd in Writing.

Advanced Placement Program (AP)

The AP program offers college-level curriculum to our High School students.  Most colleges grant place-
ment and credit to students who obtain scores of 3, 4, or 5 on the exams.  In addition to receiving college 
credit, AP courses help our students acquire college-level skills and abilities. 

In 2012, 244 Susquehannock High School students participated in the AP program.   For those students 
who took the exams, 89% scored a 3, 4, or 5. 

The following subjects and scores are noteworthy: 

• Calculus AB - all 28 students scored 3 or higher with an average score of 4.64.  
• Calculus BC - all 15 students earned the highest score of 5.  
• U.S. History – all 12 students scored 3 or higher with an average score of 3.83. 
• English Literature and Composition - 28 of the 31 students scored 3 or higher. 
• Physics – all 8 students scored either 4 or 5 with an average score of 4.75.
• Chemistry – 14 of 15 students scored 3 or higher with an average score of 4.27.
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Susquehannock
Critical Reading:  522

Math:  528
Writing:  508
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Band, Elementary:
• Warrior Cadets (14 Elementary Honors    
    Band students) performed for residents of the 

         Shrewsbury Lutheran Retirement Village
Band, Southern Middle School:

•  Band students participated in Band Night at            
Susquehannock High School Football game

•  Jazz Band performed at the 12th Annual 
Jazzfest 

•  Earned a Superior Rating at the Trills and 
Thrills Music Adjudication Festival at Dorney 
Park 

Band, Susquehannock High School:
• Marching Band finished in 4th place at United 

States Scholastic Band Association (USSBA) 
PA State Championships

• Marching Band finished in 16th place at 
USSBA National championships

• Indoor Drumline finished in 3rd place in Blue 
Percussion ensemble at the Keystone Indoor 
Drill Association (KIDA) championships

• Indoor Colorguard finished in 8th place out of 
16 Gold Guards at the KIDA championships

• 12 students participated in the York County 
High School Band Festival

• One student participated in the Pennsylvania 
Music Educators Association (PMEA) District 7 
Band Festival

• Four students participated in the Susquehan-
na University Band Festival

• Four students participated in the PMEA  
District 7 Jazz Band Festival

• Susquehannck High School hosted the  
second annual York County High School Band 
Festival 

• Jazz Band performed at the 12th Annual 
Jazzfest 

Baseball:
• York-Adams Sportsmanship Award
• One player was named to the York-Adams  

All-Star Team
Basketball, Boys:

• One player was named to the York-Adams  
All-Star Team

Basketball, Girls:
• One player was named to the York-Adams  

All-Star Team

Choir:
• Three Friendship Elementary School students 

and one Southern Middle School student 
performed in the Organization of American 
Kodály Educators (OAKE) National Choir in 
Phoenix, Arizona

• 10 Southern Elementary School students 
performed in the York County Elementary 
Honors Choir Festival

• The Southern Middle School Concert Choir 
received a Superior ranking at a music  
ajudication in May

Chorus, Elementary:
• Four Friendship Elementary School students, 

two Shrewsbury Elementary School stu-
dents, and  four Southern Elementary School 
students performed in the PMEA District 7 
Elementary Song Fest

Excellence Outside the Classroom
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Chorus, Secondary:
• 10 Southern Middle School students par-

ticipated in the ACDA Sweet Soundsations 
Women’s Choral Festival 

•  Six Southern Middle School students attend-
ed the PMEA District 7 Middle School Song 
Fest

• Southern Middle School students participat-
ed in the Trills and Thrills Music Adjudication 
Festival at Dorney Park

• Two Susquehannock High School students 
were selected for the PMEA District 7 Chorus 
and qualified for the state festival

• Two Susquehannock High School students 
were selected for the PMEA Region V Chorus 
Festival

• One Susquehannock High School student 
performed in the PMEA All-State Chorus and   
placed 6th 

Cross Country, Boys:
• Two athletes were named to the York-Adams 

All-Star Team
Field Hockey:

• York-Adams Division II League Champion
• One Player was named Division II Player of 

the Year
• One player was selected as All-State
• Three players were named to the York-Adams 

All-Star Team
• Coach was named York-Adams Division II 

Coach of the Year
Football:

• Football Officials Sportsmanship Award
• Two players were named to the York-Adams 

All-Star Team

Golf:
• One player was named to the York-Adams  

All-Star Team

Lacrosse, Girls:
• One player was named to the York-Adams  

All-Star Team
Orchestra:

• Four Susquehannock High School students 
participated in the PMEA District 7 Orchestra 
Festival

• Six Susquehannock High School Students 
participated in the York Youth Symphony

• 16 elementary and middle school students 
participated in the York Junior Symphony

• 12 Susquehannock High School students  
participated in Lebanon Valley College  
Honors Orchestra

• Four Susquehannock High School students 
performed with York College Orchestra

PA Computer Fair
•  Three Susquehannock High School students 

placed first in the Graphic Design, Logo 
Design, and Website Design categories in 
the regional competition of the Pennsylvania 
High School Computer Fair and advanced to 
the state competition.

Program Featured at the Annual PSBA/PASA 
Leadership Conference:

• The Southern Way:  Creating a Seamless   
Organization for Sustainable Success was a 
major program presented during the   
Leadership Conference

Excellence Outside the Classroom
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Programs Highlighted at the PSBA/PASA Excel-
lence Booth

•  “Warrior TV – Broadcasting to Build   
Community Partnerships” 

• “Susquehannock High School: A Melting  
Pot- Best Buds and Gifted Symposium”

• “Southern Middle School’s WEB (Where  
Everybody Belongs) seventh grade transition 
program”

Soccer, Girls:
• One player was named to the York-Adams  

All-Star Team
Softball:

• One player was named to the York-Adams  
All-Star Team

Swimming:
• York-Adams Sportsmanship Award
• Three athletes were named to the York- 

Adams All-Star Team 

Technology Initiatives:
• District received the “PSBA 2012 Schools of 

Excellence Technology Award”
Tennis, Boys:

• York-Adams Division II League Champion
• Two players were the York-Adams Doubles 

Champions
• Two players were named to the York-Adams 

All-Star Team
• Coach was named York-Adams Division II 

Coach of the Year

Tennis, Girls:
• York-Adams Division II League Champion
• York-Adams Sportsmanship Award
• One player was the York-Adams Singles 

Champion
• Two players were named to the York-Adams 

All-Star Team
• Coach was named York-Adams Division II 

Coach of the Year
Track and Field, Boys:

• One athlete was named to the York-Adams 
All-Star Team

Track and Field, Girls:
• York-Adams Sportsmanship Award
• One athlete was named to the York-Adams 

All-Star Team
Volleyball, Girls:

• York-Adams Division II League Champion
• PIAA District III AA Champion
• PIAA State AA Semi-Finalist 
• Three players were named to the PIAA  

District III All-Star Team
• Three players were selected as All-State
• Three players were named to the York-Adams 

All-Star Team
• Coach was named York-Adams Division II 

Coach of the Year

Excellence Outside the Classroom

Learning is a lifelong process that includes not only the intellectual but also 
the social, emotional, cultural, and physical development of the learner.
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Recognized For Excellence

Schools of Excellence in Technology Award

The Pennsylvania School Boards Association rec-
ognized Southern York County School District as 
one of two school districts in the state that exem-
plify excellence in educational technology. The 
District obtained this distinction for its success in 
integrating technology into education as it pre-
pares students for a technologically advanced fu-
ture.  As part of this recognition, the District was 
highlighted for its technology initiatives at the 
PSBA/PASA (Pennsylvania School Boards Association) Leadership Conference in Hershey in October and 
featured in PSBA publications.  

Electronic Publications Award

The School District received an ‘Award of Excellence’; for two of its e-Publi-
cations:  The Alumni Pride alumni newsletter and The Southern Way commu-
nity newsletter.  These two publications were two of only four publications 
recognized statewide for this award, presented by the Pennsylvania School 
Boards Association. 

Teachers Receive ‘Outstanding’ Awards

Two teachers from the Southern York County School District were the recipi-
ents of the “Outstanding Teacher Award” for 2011-12, sponsored by the Shippensburg University School 
Study Council.

Susquehannock High School Math Teacher Maureen Honeychuck and Southern Elementary School Li-
brarian Lynn Clements were honored with the award at a luncheon at the University. In addition, both 
were also selected as Shippensburg “Guest Lecturers,” where they will teach a session to college students 
who aspire to become teachers. This was the 13th consecutive year the District had at least one teacher 
receive the award.

District Website Receives Award

The  District’s website (www.sycsd.org) was one of only six 
school districts from across the state to be selected by the 
Pennsylvania Association of School Boards for its website 
award.  School district websites were judged on general ap-
pearance, design, content, navigation, usability, and appropri-
ate use of media for the message.  
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The Southern York County School District helps to foster future leaders as its students display acts of 
kindness and generosity to help those less fortunate throughout the school year. Here are just a few:

Schools Battle, Raise Money
 
Administrators, teachers, and staff from the Southern York 
County School District battled one another as they raced like 
caterpillars, tossed footballs and beach balls, bowled, and 
played hockey with lemons, all in order to raise money for the 
Southern York County School District Foundation’s scholar-
ship program. The fourth annual Battle of the Buildings raised 
$5,911 for student scholarships. 

Southern Elementary Raises Funds for Charity

Students at Southern Elementary School opened their hearts and change purses for families in need by 
collecting spare change to benefit the Ronald McDonald House in Hershey. In just two weeks, $742.27 
was raised to help the charity, which provides a home-away-from-home for families of children who are 
being treated at the Hershey Medical Center. 

Southern Middle School Hosts Empty Bowls 

Southern Middle School students and staff helped to end hunger 
by hosting an Empty Bowls Dinner, a culmination of a yearlong proj-
ect that benefits charity. Students created clay bowls in art class, 
and beef chili, white chicken chili, and vegetable soup in Family and 
Consumer Science class. At the event, guests purchased the bowls 
and had the option to fill them with the homemade meals.  The 
event raised $1,809.58, which benefited the Southern York County 
Food Bank and the Seva Foundation. 

High School Social Group Sponsors Autism Walk

The Best Buds Club at Susquehannock High School 
invited the community to a day of activities, food, 
and fun at its second annual Autism Walk. The event 
featured a one-mile walk and/or run, face painting, 
a DJ, bounce houses, baked goods, kid games, bal-
loons, and raffle baskets. Proceeds benefited the Best 
Buds Club and Autism York, an organization in York 
and Adams Counties which provides support, events, 
and programs for autistic individuals, along with their 
parents and families. Best Buds is a social organization 
that matches students who seek social role models, with other students, who serve as their peer mentors.

Warriors Give Back:  Creating Future Leaders
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Highlights from the 2011-12 School Year
Southern Schools Receive Keystone Awards

The Pennsylvania Department of Education recog-
nized all five schools within the Southern York County 
School District with Keystone Achievement Awards 
for outstanding performances during the spring 2011 
Pennsylvania System of School Assessment (PSSA) 
testing. This marks the eighth consecutive year that 
District schools have received Keystone Awards. 

The Keystone Achievement Award is presented to 
a public school that has achieved Adequate Yearly 
Progress (AYP) standards for two consecutive years. 
This Keystone Award was earned during the 2009-10 and 2010-11 school years.

District Programs Named ‘Exemplary’

Two Southern York County School District programs have been selected by Shippensburg University as 
‘Exemplary Programs.’  The Shippensburg University Study Council recognized Southern Middle School’s 
Engineering by Design Program and the Life Skills Support (LSS) Program at Susquehannock High School. 
The District received awards and showcased these programs at Shippensburg’s annual ‘Exemplary Pro-
gram’ presentation. This event benefits administrators and teachers from across Pennsylvania. 
    
The Engineering by Design program, implemented in 2006, focuses on invention and innovation for sev-
enth graders and technological systems for eighth graders.  Students in Susquehannock’s LSS Program 
range in age from 15 to 21. They are students who have been determined to be developmentally func-
tioning below their expectancy, due to cognitive delays or significant intellectual disabilities.

District Launches Pilot YouTube Channel

Southern York County School District Warrior TV programs 
and events are available for viewing on its YouTube channel. 
The District launched a pilot YouTube channel that includes 
District approved videos. Videos are categorized into play 
lists, such as Educational Videos, Alumni Pride, Warrior Chat, 
Warrior News, and School Board Meetings. Videos for the site 
are posted and monitored by an educational committee. 

“This improves what we already do with Warrior TV,” said 
Wayne McCullough, Chief Financial and Operations Officer.   
The District’s official YouTube presence “creates a safe and 
convenient way for teachers to show educational videos,” he 
said.
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Highlights from the 2011-12 School Year
Middle School Student Receives Writing Awards

Southern Middle School seventh grade student Adelaide 
Achterberg won a gold key and honorable mention in the 
2012 South Central Pennsylvania Scholastic Art & Writing 
Awards. She received the gold key award for her poems, Eight 
Years Late and Broken. These poems advanced to the nation-
al level. Achterberg also won an honorable mention for her 
short story, Lavender Lake Fish.

The writing awards are sponsored by Commonwealth Con-
nections Academy. Chosen from more than 1,100 entries, she is one of 350 students to be awarded gold 
keys, silvers keys, or honorable mentions. Winners of these awards come from 60 schools.

District Inititates Pilot Communication Tool through Twitter

Southern York County School District is using Twitter to enhance its current electronic communication. 
The District launched a pilot Twitter program to utilize a free online social networking and micro blog-
ging service. Users send and read text-based posts, known as “tweets.” They may follow accounts that 
they find interesting and informative. Messages may contain embedded pictures, videos, or links to  
external Websites. Users’ tweets appear chronologically in a “feed.” Each message may be “retweeted” by 
followers and shared with a larger audience.

The District utilizes Twitter to disseminate news items, public information, and achievements to parents, 
students, and community members. Through the use of Twitter, the District amplifies its message as it 
spreads from smaller networks to larger ones.

Students Collect for Food Pantry

Six graders at Shrewsbury Elementary School learned 
the meaning of philanthropy by participating in a food 
collection project. They accumulated, packed, and do-
nated hundreds of nonperishable items for the South-
ern York County Food Bank. From pancake mix, pasta, 
peanut butter, and canned goods to brown paper bags, 
several boxes were packed with goods for the holidays.  
The students spearheaded the food drive, making signs 
and morning announcements, as well as sending letters 
home that asked for the donations.

“We started the project because we were learning about the concept of philanthropy in our BizTown 
unit,” Teacher Karen DeLuca said. “We decided to actually do something philanthropic, instead of just 
talking about it.”
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Highlights from the 2011-12 School Year
Friendship Elementary Students Build a Pond

Science came to life as Friendship Elementary School students 
helped build the school’s first pond. Kindergarten through 
sixth grade students spent a day digging holes, clearing rocks, 
planting a variety of aquatic plants, and grading soil. They also 
gathered gravel for the stream and assisted with the water-
fall assembly.  The pond, which was built in the school’s new 
courtyard, is just outside of the green house. It is 11 feet by 11 
feet in size and it includes two waterfalls and a small stream. 
    
As part of the science curriculum, students learned about ecosystems and how the new water feature 
was incorporated into the environmentally friendly building. Prior to construction, students attended an 
assembly to learn what the process would entail and their roles in the activity.    

Student Named National Merit Scholarship Finalist

Susquehannock High School senior Kevin Procopio was recognized as a National Merit Scholarship final-
ist for 2012. He was one of about 15,000 semifinalists nationwide who advanced to this standing. Winners 
of National Merit Scholarship awards are chosen from the finalist group, based on their abilities, skills, 
and accomplishments.

The National Merit Scholarship Program is an academic competition for recognition and scholarships 
that began in 1955. High school students enter the National Merit Program by taking the Preliminary 
SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT), a test which serves as a screening of more 
than 1.5 million entrants each year, and by meeting published program entry/participation requirements.

District Promotes Reading Through Parent/Child Program

The Southern York County School District invited parents 
and their toddlers to an evening of shared reading as par-
ents learned the importance of reading and how to read 
to their young children. A Parent/Child Reading Night was 
geared toward three and four year-olds along with their 
parents. The program, which was held at Shrewsbury El-
ementary School, is the start of an annual event.

“We talked about the importance of reading and writing, 
and how to read a book,” Shrewsbury Elementary School 
Principal, Jodie Sauers said. “Reading increases their vocabulary words.”

 Through the event, Sauers said that the District promotes the love of reading and encourages parents to 
spend time reading to their children. As a result, the children become better readers. 
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Cost Effective Business Operations
Fiscally Responsible

The Board and Administration take seriously our responsibility to ensure that public revenues are spent 
in a responsible and cost-effective manner and to ensure that tax payer dollars and all resources are 
properly used and accounted for.  We also have an obligation to maintain a strong financial condition, 
high credit rating, and reserves sufficient to sustain our outstanding educational program during difficult 
financial periods. 

We assure you these responsibilities were successfully achieved.  

We are pleased to report that the District’s general obligation bonds carry an Aa-2 enhanced credit rat-
ing, which is a very strong rating.  The District’s general fund uncommitted balance (operating reserve) is 
6.9% of the budget - a level that comfortably exceeds a target minimum of 5%.  Our physical plant is in 
excellent condition and with completion of the current Friendship Elementary School building project, 
building for growth will not be necessary in the near future.  All of this implies future financial stability 
and the ability to provide continued support for our outstanding educational program.

In addition to making sure that District funds are spent wisely and efficiently, we pay careful attention to 
the proper use of all resources and implementation of the highest accounting and reporting standards.  
We are extremely pleased to report that the District has received unqualified opinion - the highest opin-
ion possible, meaning our financial statements are sound - for the last four financial audits and there 
have been no findings or reportable items in the last four financial audits.  Audits can be viewed on the 
District website:  http://www.sycsd.org/district.cfm?subpage=61851

High Rate of Return

Southern’s cost effective operations show a high degree of accountability to our community, with the 
expectation of a high rate of return.  We believe we have an impressive rate of return, especially consider-
ing our low tax rate and high student achievement, in comparison to other York County school districts.  

2011 – 2012 Financial Results

	2011-12 operations generated a surplus of $871,751, primarily due to cost control measures 
implemented District-wide in the fall of 2011

	General Fund Unreserved Fund Balance exceeds 5% of budget target

	$1,439,000 of the General Fund Balance was used to balance the 2012-2013 budget

	Physical plant is in excellent condition due to ongoing capital program, including the recent 
Friendship Elementary School project

	Strong financial performance in 2011-12 will position the District to meet its goal of maintaining 
an excellent educational program 

	The strong long-term financial condition of the School District will support a high quality 
educational program for the future
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Cost Effective Business Operations
Budget

Development of the 2012-13 final budget was extremely challenging.  The major challenge in develop-
ing the 2012-13 final budget was stagnant and declining revenues.  State funding for basic education, 
special education, student transportation, and other revenue line items were unchanged or declined 
from 2011-12.  Federal funding also declined from the 2011-12 budgeted items. 

The budget process included the difficult undertaking of not funding more than $920,000 of staff, servic-
es, and supplies from the previous budget.  As always, we evaluated every budget line item to see where 
savings might be realized.  These measures were needed in order to finish with a 2012-13 final budget 
that maintained the integrity of our outstanding educational program, yet minimized a tax increase.  

The Southern York County School District’s final budget for 2012-13 included a 1.96% real estate tax in-
crease (0.33 mills) over the current budget. This resulted in an additional $56.10 for the median assessed 
home of $170,000 in the Southern York County School District. 

The tax increase of 1.96% was below the Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) index of 2.0%. 
The index is the amount determined by PDE as the allowable tax increase for the Southern York County 
School District.  This was the 5th consecutive year the School District’s tax increase was below the PDE 
index.  It is worth mentioning that the strategy of many school districts is to tax at the PDE index – a 
strategy that is difficult to dispute due to the uncertainties of revenue sources and known expenditure 
increases. It should be noted, however, that this is not the strategy of our Board of Education. The strategy 
of our Board of Education is to do everything possible to maintain the lowest possible tax rate necessary 
to carry on our outstanding educational program.  

Tax Rates and Equalized Mills 

The table to the right shows the real estate tax mills and 
equalized mills of our District in comparison to other York 
County school districts in the Lincoln Intermediate Unit. 

What is a Real Estate Tax Mill?

A mill is a unit of currency that is equivalent to 1/1000 of a 
United States dollar (1/10 of one cent or $.001). A mill levy is 
the number of dollars a taxpayer must pay for every $1,000 
of assessed value. For example, the current 2012-13 real es-
tate tax rate of 17.17 mills results in a tax bill of $1,717 for a 
home assessed at $100,000. 

What is an Equalized Mill? 

An equalized mill is a standard millage calculated by divid-
ing a school district’s total taxes by its total market value.   In 
other words, equalized mills express tax rates as a percent-
age of market value. Equalized mills are used to provide real 
comparisons of actual tax efforts across district lines. This 
equalized mills data is worthwhile because the calculation 
includes the entire market value of school districts, including residential and commercial properties. The 
2010-11 Equalized Mills data is the most recent available. 

York County School Districts 
in the LIU

York City
Northeastern
Red Lion
Dallastown
South Eastern
Dover
York Suburban
West York
Spring Grove
Hanover
Eastern
Central
Southern
South Western

2012-13 
Real Estate 
Tax Mills
33.7361
24.26
22.3888
22.26
21.2055
21.00
20.7122
20.2281
20.0831
19.45
19.35
17.76
17.17
16.89

2010-11 
Equalized 
Mills 
30.9
23.0
22.3
22.2
20.6
21.9
22.6
20.01
19.5
19.9
19.8
18.4
17.1
15.0
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Cost Effective Business Operations
Friendship Elementary School Project
The Friendship Elementary School project represents the final 
piece in the District’s long-range plan, which began with Shrews-
bury Elementary School, then included additions and alterations 
at Southern Elementary School, Southern Middle School, and 
Susquehannock High School.   

Friendship Elementary School was constructed in 1958, with al-
terations and additions in 1990.  Original mechanical, plumbing, 
and electrical systems, which were operating well beyond their 
useful life, now meet current building and energy codes and will 
result in energy savings. 

The additional classroom space will accommodate the projected 
District-wide student enrollment growth (please see chart below) 
and meet the needs of our educational program.  The project also 
creates equity among the District’s three elementary schools in 
terms of meeting the needs of our educational and co-curricular 
programs. 

The building is environmentally friendly, incorporating materials, 
design, and geothermal technology to reduce energy usage.  The 
project is designed to obtain Leadership in Energy and Environ-
mental Design (LEED) Silver certification.  In addition to reducing 
and conserving energy usage, the facility will also serve as a teaching tool for the students, reflecting the 
dedication and commitment to our students and community we serve.  The project is expected to be 
completed in January 2013. 

Projected District Enrollment
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Cost Effective Business Operations
PA Public School Funding

This report is not intended to be an explanation of public school funding.  We believe, however, that our com-
munity should be aware of the challenges and concerns we face so you can better understand how to support 
public education in ways that ensure success for all students. 

At the center of the issue of thorough and efficient funding of Pennsylvania public schools is the practical 
matter of an appropriate funding model. In 1974, funding provided by the State to Pennsylvania public 
schools was 55% of the cost of public education. You can see by the graph below that our school district 
is now only receiving 31.51% of our revenue from the State.  Pennsylvania ranks 4th among the 50 states 
in our dependence on local taxes to support public education. 

As a result of the reduced level of State funding, school districts, including Southern York County School 
District, have had to raise the remaining funds at the local level, usually from unpopular property taxes.  
In short, there has been a shift from State funding to local funding of public schools. 

In addition to this taxing shift, a Study by the Pennsylvania Board of Education in 2007 revealed that 
public schools are not funded at the level needed to meet State performance standards.  The State Board 
of Education Study revealed that we spent $2,356 per student less than was needed to meet state per-
formance standards.  

Three years later - during the 2010-11 school year - we spent $2,679 less than the Study showed was 
needed.  The growing funding gap is a result of a State funding formula for basic education that has not 
changed since 1991. 

 Local Revenue 

 Federal Revenue 
Revenue 

 State Revenue 
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Cost Effective Business Operations
PA Public School Funding

The following points are provided in an effort to help you understand the results of this outdated funding 
formula (2010-11 data): 

• Southern York County School District received $3,994 per student in State funding. The average in 
PA was $4,897 per student. (Think for a second what we could have done with an additional $2.96 
million.)

• State funding per student ranged from $883 per student (Shanksville-Stonycreek School District) to 
$59,723 per student (Wallenpaupack Area School District).

• 337 of the 500 school districts in Pennsylvania received more per student funding than Southern 
York County School District.  

• 129 of the 500 school districts in Pennsylvania received more than $7,000 per student in State fund-
ing, 186 received more than $6,000 per student, and 241 received more than $5,000 per student. 

It should come as no surprise that in the same year that funding of Pennsylvania public schools was cut 
by $930 million, 70% of PA school districts increased class size and 44% reduced elective course offerings. 

To make things worse, funds are leaving local school districts to pay for charter school students, including 
cyber charter school students.  Until recently, school districts were reimbursed for a portion of charter 
school tuition payments. Now, local tax dollars must fund the entire amount of charter schools.  The 
PA Auditor General has reported that charter and cyber charter schools are funded using an inefficient 
statutorily set formula.  The Auditor General also reported that fixing this funding problem could save the 
taxpayers of Pennsylvania $365 million annually.

All of this leaves us with three main concerns related to public school funding:  

1. It is getting more and more difficult to maintain an excellent educational program due to decreas-
ing State revenue.  The gap between actual State funding and funds needed to meet performance 
standards is growing. 

2. The shift from State funding of public education to the local taxpayer continues to increase, which 
has placed the majority of the burden on the local tax payer.  

3. Charter school funding needs to be reformed in order to keep local tax dollars in our schools and in 
our community.  
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Graduation 2012 – 243 Alumni Join The Long Red Line

An unexpected rain storm drove the ceremony inside, but the inclement weather did not affect the 
celebratory mood of graduation. With a packed gym and an auditorium crowded with the overflow,  
tradition still reigned. 243 successful seniors marched to familiar strains of Pomp and Circumstance, 
speakers recalled their trek through 13 grade levels to this point, and caps were thrown in the air. 
Foreign exchange students were recognized. Class officers spoke and addresses were made by award 
winners. 

And there were some recent traditions continued. Principal Dr. Robert Bryson summed up his message 
to the graduating class from the classic children’s book, I Believe in You, while sitting in his rocking chair. 
Former Green Bay Packer executive Ron Wolf ’56, who was the 2012 distinguished alumni recipient,  
addressed the graduating class. 

As a partner with our families and community, and stewards of our citizens’ tax dollars, 
the Board of Education and the Administrative Team of the Southern York County School 
District embrace the importance of open, thorough, and regular communication with our 
citizens. Please contact the School District at 717-235-4811, ext. 7278 or boardsecretary@
sycsd.org if you have any questions, concerns or would like information related to our 
School District.


